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A legal guide to understanding 
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Looking for a solicitor?

You can find one via the Queensland Law Society  

referral service at qls.com.au or phone 1300 367 757.
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understanding 

queensland’s  
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For further information

Queensland Courts: courts.qld.gov.au

Supreme & District Courts, 

Court of Appeal: P 07 3247 4313

info@courts.qld.gov.au

Magistrates Court, 

Murri Court: P 07 3239 0450

Magistrates.CourtsAdministration@justice.qld.gov.au

Criminal

Examples of criminal cases heard at the Supreme Court 
include murder, major fraud and significant drug offences.

Like the District Court, the Supreme Court uses a jury of 
12 people to decide if the accused is guilty or not guilty. 
A single Supreme Court judge determines the sentence 
according to State law.

Civil

The Supreme Court settles civil disputes worth more than 
$750,000 with no upper monetary limit. A single Judge 
presides over civil disputes and at times the court will use  
a jury of four to decide.

Court of Appeal

The Court of Appeal hears all appeals from the District and 
Supreme Courts and tribunals such as the Small Claims 
Tribunal. The Court of Appeal does not hear complete 
cases and only grants an appeal if the appellant argues 
that a mistake in law was made at the original trial. It does 
not reconsider matters of fact or evidence.

There is usually a panel of three to five Supreme Court 
Judges for each appeal. There is no jury.

The Murri Court

The Murri Court is a Queensland Magistrates Court 
that deals with sentencing youth and adult Indigenous 
offenders. This court takes into account cultural issues 
by providing a forum where Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders have input into the sentencing process.

The Murri Court only handles Indigenous offenders 
who plead guilty to an offence and is presided over by 
a Magistrate. The Magistrate is assisted by Elders who 
provide cultural advice.

Contact us

1300 FOR QLS (1300 367 757)  

F: 07 3842 5999 | info@qls.com.au

Law Society House  

179 Ann Street, Brisbane  Qld  4001

GPO Box 1785, Brisbane  Qld  4000

qls.com.au

Queensland Law Society is proud to use Australian made 

paper, which is carbon neutral and 50% recycled.

QLSPIB_COURTS_JUNE2011

queensland  

law society

leadership in law

public information

Contact us

1300 FOR QLS (1300 367 757)  

F 07 3842 5999 | info@qls.com.au

Law Society House  

179 Ann Street, Brisbane  Qld  4001

GPO Box 1785, Brisbane  Qld  4000

qls.com.au

Looking for a solicitor?

You can find one via the Queensland Law Society  
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