






Date


The Hon Name MP
Position
Address Block
CITY  STATE  POSTCODE

By email: firstname.surname@aph.gov.au



Dear [Mr/Ms Surname] OR [if applicable: Dear Minister]
Funding for the delivery of legal aid by the private legal profession
My sincere congratulations on your recent [re-]election as the Member for [Electorate] [and your [re-]appointment as Minister for [insert portfolio(s)].  By way of [re-]introduction, my name is [Full name], and I am [position] of [law firm name], located in [suburb].
You may wish to include a short blurb about the legal practice here, such as when the firm was established, the number of employees, and key areas of practice.
I am writing to you about the critical role that the private legal profession plays in delivering legal aid in Australia and the ongoing need for sustainable funding of the legal assistance sector.  This is a matter of significant personal concern to me, as well as to the legal profession nationally.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  See Law Council of Australia, 2025 Federal Election Call to Parties (March 2025) 6–9.] 

National Legal Aid’s Private Practitioner 2024 Census report,[footnoteRef:3] released on 27 February 2025, highlights the remarkable dedication of private practitioners across Australia who deliver legal aid—the majority of whom are women and from sole or small practices[footnoteRef:4]—despite the very real financial, administrative, and emotional pressures this can create. [3:  UNSW Social Policy Research Centre, Legal Aid Private Practitioners: 2024 Census (Final Report prepared for National Legal Aid, 5 February 2025.  ]  [4:  32 per cent of legal aid private practitioners are the only paid employee in their practice and a further 28 per cent are in very small practices, with only 2–4 paid staff: Ibid, 1.  Overall, 58 per cent of participants are women: 12. ] 

The private profession delivers over 70 per cent of the more than 150,000 legal aid grants nationally.  However, the average hourly legal aid rate for private lawyers has barely changed in ten years in some states, and a lawyer taking on a legal aid file can expect to be reimbursed around only about one third of what they would receive from assisting a private client.  Consequently, the supply of private lawyers is reaching crisis levels, to the detriment of vulnerable Australians who rely on this assistance, including individuals who live in your electorate.
Twenty per cent of private practitioners undertaking legal aid work are unsure whether they will continue beyond the next 12 months, and 11 per cent already wish to cease delivering legal aid.[footnoteRef:5]  In some rural and regional areas, there are simply no private lawyers available to undertake legal aid work. [5:  Ibid, 3.] 

If your law firm delivers legal aid, provide details about how your law firm does so.  For example:
· include key statistics if relevant, such as the number/proportion of legal aid grants the firm received in the previous financial year, and the types of matters taken on most frequently;
· include any reflections on the pressures created by undertaking this work from the perspective of a business owner, employees, etc.
A commitment to the promotion of access to justice continues to be a truly admirable characteristic of the legal profession in Australia.  However, in the experience of [law firm name] and as illustrated by the National Legal Aid survey, without an urgent increase in public funding, the current levels of participation are simply unsustainable for many practices to continue.
If your law firm does not deliver legal aid:
A commitment to the promotion of access to justice continues to be a truly admirable characteristic of the legal profession in Australia.  While [law firm name] does not currently deliver legal aid, we strongly support the continued provision of this work by others in the profession.  However, as illustrated by the National Legal Aid survey, without an urgent increase in public funding, the current levels of participation are simply unsustainable for many practices to continue.
If relevant, include any reflections as to why legal aid is not (or is no longer) delivered in your law firm.
This dire situation was foreshadowed by the Productivity Commission in 2014[footnoteRef:6] and recognised by the 2024 report of the Independent Review of the National Legal Assistance Partnership (the Review).[footnoteRef:7]  The Review found that funding levels were insufficient to meet community needs, with legal aid grants set at rates too low to attract experienced practitioners, and to enable providers to cover growing pressures on their costs.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  Productivity Commission Inquiry Report, Access to Justice Arrangements, Report No 72 (5 September 2014), 703.]  [7:  Independent Review of the National Legal Assistance Partnership, Final Report (March 2024). ]  [8:  Ibid, 136-138.] 

The Review recommended that significant and urgent injections of Commonwealth, State and Territory Government funding are needed to set grants of legal aid to private practitioners at the same level as that provided in court scales, and to avoid national service delivery failure.[footnoteRef:9]  In particular: [9:  Ibid, 139. ] 

· $44 million of Commonwealth funding was needed in 2024–25 and $46 million was needed in 2025–26 for this purpose;[footnoteRef:10] and [10:  Ibid. ] 

· a working group was required with an independent chair, supported by independent consultants, to develop a framework for the future of the levels and structure of grants of legal aid, with a view to varying baseline funding in 2027–28.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Ibid.] 

The Review separately recommended that more than $80 million per annum is required to ensure that private practitioners can take on work as Independent Children’s Lawyers.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Ibid, 141.] 

The Law Council of Australia is calling for these Review recommendations to be implemented, and [law firm name] echoes this urgent call.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  See also Law Council of Australia, 2025 Federal Election Call to Parties (March 2025) 6-9.] 

The announcement of a new $3.9 billion National Access to Justice Partnership (NAJP) in 2024 was welcome, including an additional commitment of over $800 million over five years.  The focus on uplifting legal services responding to gender-based violence and achieving pay parity across the legal assistance sector is a significant step forward.[footnoteRef:14]  [Law firm name] recognises that this was the largest injection of funding to the legal assistance sector in 20 years, and provided much needed funding certainty for hundreds of services nationwide. [14:  Law Council of Australia, National Access to Justice Partnership, Media Release, 6 September 2024. ] 

Nonetheless, the NAJP falls well short of the quantum of funding recommended in the Review.  State and Territory governments, as well as the Commonwealth, have a responsibility to significantly increase their funding commitments to legal assistance services.  Consequently, [law firm name] is extremely concerned that the situation of the private profession delivering legal aid grants warrants serious and dedicated attention, and we consider that the Commonwealth must play its part in this regard—beyond what has been already committed under the NAJP.
To be clear, this is not about more money for lawyers.  This is ultimately about supporting individuals—including your own constituents—who are reliant on legal aid as a source of legal advice and representation at some of the most challenging times of their lives.
Congratulations again on your [re-]election as the Member for [Electorate].  I encourage you to work with organisations such as the Law Council of Australia, [relevant constituent body], and National Legal Aid in this forthcoming term of Parliament to ensure this important matter is adequately addressed.
Yours sincerely
Insert signature block

Name
Position
