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RELEVANT LEGISLATION:
Approved Practical Legal Training and Practical Legal Training Competency Standards for Entry-level Lawyers (Commencing 1 January 2015) (Rule 7 and Guideline 2 issued under Rule 9AA(1)(b) Supreme Court (Admission) Rules 2004)

Supreme Court (Admission) Rules 2004 (‘Admission Rules’)
Rule 7		Approved practical legal training requirements - Australian course

(1)	The requirements of a course approved by the Chief Justice and the board are approved practical legal training requirements for admission to the legal profession under the Legal Profession Act 2007.
(2)	The course must be conducted in Australia.
(3)	The course must provide the required understanding and competence.

‘Required understanding and competence’ means an understanding of, and competence in, the skills, values and practice areas set out in the admission guidelines under rule 9AA(1)(b) at a level that meets the performance criteria mentioned in the guidelines for each element for each skill, value or practice area.

Practical Legal Training Competency Standards for Entry-level Lawyers (‘Standards’) (Guideline 2 issued under Rule 9AA(1)(b) Supreme Court (Admission) Rules 2004

Clause 3.2	When PLT may be commenced

(a) 	An applicant may commence PLT:
(i)	in the case of SWT, … … …;
(ii)	in the case of a PLT course that is not integrated with the applicant’s academic qualifications in law, only after the applicant has completed an academic qualification in law leading to admission to the legal profession, unless the applicant has no more than two academic subjects to complete:
(A)	neither of which is one of the Academic Requirements for admission; and
(B)	for which the applicant must be enrolled while undertaking the PLT course,
and the applicant has received the prior permission of the Admitting Authority to commence the PLT course.

**Please Note: the reference in the clause 3.2(a)(ii) to ‘no more than two academic subjects to complete’ is taken to mean any two academic subjects (i.e. NOT just law subjects). **
DOCUMENTS TO BE PROVIDED:

Form 14 (attached to this information kit)
· You MUST complete the Form 14 in full to provide the Board with relevant information in order to assess your application; and
· The use of the word ‘courses’ refers to the subjects you are completing/enrolled in.

Academic Transcript
· A copy of your current unofficial/student online transcript copy is sufficient however, it MUST be in the form of a transcript; and
· Your transcript MUST display the courses that you will be enrolled in whilst completing PLT.

Conditional Offer of Enrolment from a PLT provider
· A copy MUST be emailed directly to the Board from the PLT provider (not a forwarded email or PDF copy of the offer); and
· The offer of enrolment MUST specify whether your enrolment is to be on either a full-time or part-time basis.

Students are required to provide the above material to the Board by email to admissions@qls.com.au.

Application Process:

The purpose of early PLT

The purpose of early commencement of PLT is to allow students to commence PLT concurrently with their undergraduate program in circumstances where they have largely completed their academic study and have only a small portion of their academic study remaining.  The ability to apply for early commencement is limited to prevent students overloading their study obligations by, for example, attempting to complete PLT at the same time as undertaking a full undergraduate academic study load.

Dual/double degrees

Dual/double degree programs are offered by universities on the basis that each program being studied is contingent on completing the requirements of each course, i.e. a university will not allow a dual/double degree student to graduate from the law component of their course without completing the whole dual/double degree.  It is therefore inappropriate to attempt to ‘split’ a dual/double degree to seek early commencement of PLT after completing only the law component of a dual/double degree. 

Academic subjects

Academic subjects in clause 3.2 is take to mean any academic subject, not just law subjects.

Timeframes

The application process takes approximately 2 weeks.  You MUST provide your application in full at least 2 weeks before commencement of your PLT program.  The Board will not process an application and provide a response, in circumstances where the application has been received within two weeks of a PLT program commencement date.  Please do not ask the Board to process an application received on a Friday in circumstances where the relevant PLT program commences the following Monday.

In circumstances where the relevant permission is provided, it will be given to a student one week prior to the PLT commencement date.

When dealing with the Board’s staff, please be mindful of engaging appropriately; the Board’s staff will not tolerate argumentative or aggressive behaviour, or rudeness by students.

IMPORTANT NOTES:
· The Board may ask for more information/documentation
· An application is taken to be ‘received’ once all documentation relevant to the application has been provided as per the information in this kit or as requested by the Board; any documentation not provided may cause delays with your application
· In accordance with Clause 3.2(a)(ii) of the Standards, you MUST obtain prior permission from the Board before commencing a PLT program.  We will NOT provide permission for a PLT course after the start date has passed.
· Each application is assessed on a case by case basis.  There are a number of factors considered as part of the application process and determining whether permission should be granted, i.e. your circumstances may differ from another student, friend or colleague.
· Students are required to keep a copy of their entire application for their records.
· There is currently no fee in applying for permission for early commencement of practical legal training.
· Applicants will be required to provide a copy of the Board’s letter of permission for early commencement of PLT as part of any subsequent application for admission to the legal profession.

CHECKLIST:

[bookmark: Check9]|_|	Form 14 application form
|_|	Copy of academic transcript 
|_|	Copy of conditional offer of enrolment from a PLT provider (to be forwarded by email directly from the PLT provider to the Board and MUST indicate full or part time).
***NOTE:  Retain copies of ALL documents for your records. ***



FORM 14
Supreme Court (Admission) Rules 2004
[Rule 7 and Attachment 2]


PERMISSION FOR EARLY COMMENCEMENT OF PRACTICAL LEGAL TRAINING

	To the Legal Practitioners Admissions Board:

	1.
	[bookmark: Text2]     
     
(Insert full name and address of student)

	intend applying to the legal profession in Queensland in or around , 20 
(Insert the approximate month and year)

	

	2.
	I am currently completing approved academic qualifications or corresponding academic qualifications# at:      
(Specify the name of the university)

	(#Photocopy of official academic record or student online academic record is attached)

	3.
	[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: Sem_Tri_Numbers][bookmark: Years]I anticipate graduating at the end of : , 20 (     )

(Specify the approximate date of the end of the relevant semester)

	

	4.
	I have the following academic courses/subjects to complete in which I am currently enrolled:

	Academic courses/subjects Please provide the code and name of each courses/subjects

	Course/subject code
	Course/subject name
	Currently enrolled

	     
	     
	[bookmark: Check10]|_|

	     
	     
	|_|

	     
	     
	|_|

	

	5.
	I have received a conditional offer of enrolment into the practical legal training program offered at:       
(Specify the name of the relevant PLT provider)

	[bookmark: Full_or_Part]on a  -time basis, the program due to commence on:
	      
(Insert date of commencement of program)

	and I have made arrangements for a copy of my conditional offer of enrolment into the PLT program to be forwarded directly to the Board
	|_|

	




	6.
	I outline the following reasons as to why the approval should be granted:

	     

	[bookmark: Months]Dated this        day of  , 20  

	………………………………………………………………………………………
Signature of student

	Contact number:      

	Email address:      



# Delete where applicable
* Specify whichever is relevant
