Information for clients

NON-BINDING ETHICS RULING
FACTSHEET

Your solicitor has requested a Non-Binding Ethics Ruling from the Queensland Law Society (QLS). A
Non-Binding Ethics Ruling provides guidance to solicitors and law practices about an ethical issue.

With your consent, your solicitor will provide information from your file to the QLS, including your name
and the facts relevant to the ethical dispute. Solicitors are encouraged to ensure that only documents
that are strictly relevant to the ethical dispute are provided to the QLS. The Non-Binding Ethics Ruling
cannot be made if this information is not provided by your solicitor to the QLS.

Non-Binding Ethics Rulings are made by a panel of external lawyers* from the QLS Ethics Advisory
Committee.

All members of the Committee are required to observe strict rules of confidentiality with respect to
Committee business.

Once made, the Non-Binding Ethics Ruling is given to the parties and then an anonymised version is
published on the Society’s website.

Your personal information will be managed, securely stored and retained in accordance with the QLS’s
obligations under the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth), the Information Privacy Act 2009 (Qld) and the Public
Records Act 2002. Your information will be kept confidential and will only be disclosed where required
by law (for example if a warrant or subpoena require disclosure). Please note, the QLS does not
generally disclose information to overseas recipients.

The QLS privacy policy, available on our website, contains further information, including how you can
apply to access, correct or amend your personal information and how to make a privacy complaint.

If you have any questions about this process, please contact your solicitor or you can contact the QLS
Ethics and Practice Centre on 07 3842 5843 between 8.30am to 5.00pm, Monday to Friday.

*NB: any information these practitioners receive will be governed by their own individual privacy policies (where applicable).
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https://www.qls.com.au/Content-Collections/Policies/Privacy-policy

